Why Red Cross?
New Zealand Red Cross
is proud to be part of the
world’s largest humanitarian
movement, working for
the good of ALL people
– we are independent of
any religion, race, state,
or political system.
When a disaster strikes, we are the first humanitarian
organisation to reach victims, helping every step
of the way. Whether it is the war in Syria, Cyclone
Winston in Fiji or disasters here in New Zealand,
Red Cross is always there.
We support people in our own backyard, outside of
disasters too. Through the help of 11,000 volunteers
and members throughout New Zealand, we are able
to offer a wide range of support programmes to
people right around the country.
So, when people like you fundraise for New Zealand
Red Cross, you help us support former refugees,
transport people to hospital, teach life-saving skills to
children, respond to natural disasters, support people
in need overseas and so much more!
New Zealand Red Cross is here for good, doing good
every day. You can do good too!
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You are making a difference!
Your fundraising efforts ensure Red Cross
continues to help the people who need it most,
both at home and around the world. Most of our
services don’t receive government funding so we
rely on the generosity of people like you and your
networks to run our programmes. So whether
you’re an individual fundraising on your own, or
in a community group, a school or a workplace,
fundraising is a fun and rewarding way to make a
difference in your community.
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Here are some examples of what money
raised could buy:

$10

1 blanket for a family to help
after a natural disaster

$20

1 tarpaulin to help a family
after a natural disaster

$40

1 shelter toolkit for a family
(tools to rebuild their house)
to help after a natural disaster

$75

School equipment for a former
refugee child in New Zealand

$200

First aid training in the Pacific

$500

Hospital support to patients

$3,000

Disaster Welfare and
Support Team training
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How to send the money to Red Cross
The easiest and quickest way is to make a donation online using your credit card.
Go to redcross.org.nz/donate
You can also do a bank transfer following these instructions:
■■ Name: ASB Bank Ltd
■■ Account Name: NZRC Fundraising
■■ Account Number: 12-3192-0043737-00
■■ Particulars (limited to 12 characters): Your first name or initials and surname or organisation name
■■ Code (limited to 12 characters): “Donation” for general donations or the name of the special appeal if
you wish to specify this
■■ Reference (limited to 12 characters): GL code or RE identification number, advised by your local
Red Cross community fundraising staff (optional)
You can also send us a cheque:
Write a cheque to “New Zealand Red Cross” and post it to New Zealand Red Cross Supporter
Services, PO Box 12140, Thorndon, Wellington 6144. If your donation is for a specific appeal or
programme, or you have been working together with your local community fundraising staff at a
Red Cross service centre, please include a note telling us this . Also include your name, postal address
and phone number so we can post you a receipt.
If you have any questions about donations or receipts please contact us at fundraising@redcross.org.nz
or phone 0800 RED CROSS (0800 733 276) extension 4096.
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Donor receipt form
If you have donors wanting a receipt, complete this donor receipt form so we can issue them with one. Please
note that only donations $5 and over are tax-deductible, and that Red Cross is only able to provide receipts
for registered fundraising activities. You can register your event here redcross.gofundraise.co.nz/cms/
create-an-event.
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Ways you can fundraise...
There are hundreds of ways you can fundraise. It can be large or small,
challenging or relaxing, take one hour or three months – whichever
way you do it, by fundraising for New Zealand Red Cross, you’re
helping people who need your help. Have a look at our website for
more ideas redcross.org.nz/get-fundraising.
Here are some ways you can make a difference:

Red Cross Journey
Red Cross Journey is a virtual event where you follow the journey of either a Red
Cross member or a former refugee now living in New Zeland, while fundraising
for us. Walk a set distance over three weeks and the more you walk, the more
you’ll learn about the real journey you have chosen to follow, through regular
video updates. Red Cross Journey starts on World Red Cross day, 8 May, every
year.
Check out our website for more information - redcrossjourney.org.nz

Red Cross Challenge
Set yourself a double challenge – complete a major sporting event and reach a
fundraising goal to help us help others around the world and across the street.
New Zealand has some fantastic races throughout the country all year round
– Auckland Marathon, Round the Bays, Coast to Coast, Lake Taupo Cycle
Challenge, etc. Pick the event in a place you want to go, set up a fundraising
page, and make a difference at the same time!
Find out more information at redcross.org.nz/red-cross-challenge

Create your own event
Do what you love and fundraise for Red Cross at the same time. Bake some
delicious muffins, organise a quiz night, invite friends over for a special meal,
Run Mt Ruapehu, or have a collection bucket in your office - anything you like!
In a few clicks, you can register your event with us and create a personalised
fundraising page.
Register your own event and create a fundraising page at redcross.org.nz/
create-your-event.

Fundraising can be heaps of fun!
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Peer-to-peer
fundraising

Thank you for joining Team Red Cross! Here are our top 10
tips to help you make the most of your fundraising page.

Make sure your online fundraising page is personalised. Add a photo of yourself, write your personal
Red Cross story (tell people why you are fundraising for us) and why you are joining the event.

2

Have a look through our website or talk to someone from Red Cross to make sure you understand well
what Red Cross stands for and what we do in New Zealand and around the world. The more you know
about us, the better you are at convincing people to donate.

3

Once set up, share your page on social media, send emails to all of your contacts, edit your email
signature to include the link to your fundraising page. If people don’t know, they won’t donate!

4

If you’re comfortable talking to a group, ask friends and family if you can go to their hobby group, club
meetings, etc to talk to people about the amazing challenge you are taking on.

5

Lead the way and be the first to make a donation. The level of your donation will set the standard and
is likely to inspire others to donate the same (or higher).

6

Keep reminding your contacts about what you are doing, they might
have forgotten to donate the first time you told them.

7

Personally thank your donors on your fundraising page.

8

Update your fundraising page at least once a week, then more often
as the event gets closer. Show the progress you are making in your
training, any other preparation for the race and photos and videos of
events you are organising to raise money.

9

Organise a fundraising activity (a bake sale, a sausage sizzle, a quiz
night, a garage sale, a service to others, etc.).

10

Be sure to share your photos and videos of your fundraising activities with us! Email us at
getfundraising@redcross.org.nz or tag @NewZealandRedCross on social media.

Remember, by fundraising for Red Cross, you’re joining the Red Cross family of good people doing good things. Thank you!
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Hints and tips
for your event
How to
start

■■ Choose what you want to do – think about what you enjoy doing, have a look
on our website redcross.org.nz/get-fundraising for fundraising ideas or get
inspired by our fundraising heroes.
■■ Talk to some friends about it and see if they would support you (either financially
or by giving their time).
■■ Register your event on redcross.org.nz/create-your-event. This way we
know you are supporting us and we can help you.

Plan your
fundraiser

■■ Write up a plan or check list of what you need to do for your fundraiser (book a
venue, create a fundraising page, buy food, apply for permits, etc).
■■ Think about a time and date that doesn’t clash with anything else happening in
your area.
■■ If your event requires a budget, have a good think about how much things will
cost, how much you want to raise, etc. Note that total expenses should be less
than 30% of total income raised. Keep all of your receipts.

Get some
help

■■ No matter how big or small your event is, you will always need support from other
people. Ask for help from your friends, family, work place, school or neighbours.
■■ Liaise with your local Red Cross service centre for some tips, advice, collateral, etc.
■■ Seek support from local businesses – they might be able to help you by giving
you prizes for a raffle, making a donation to your online page, giving you some
materials for free, etc.

Take it
online!

■■ Create an online fundraising page in a few clicks to reach more people and
raise more money. Find out more on our website
redcross.org.nz/create-your-event.
■■ Make sure your online page is personalised. Add a photo of yourself and write
your personal Red Cross story (tell people what motivated you to fundraise for
us).
■■ Once set up, share your page on social media, send emails to all of your contacts,
add it to your email signature.
■■ Lead the way and be the first to make a donation. The level of your donation will
set the standard and is likely to inspire others to donate the same (or higher).
■■ Update your fundraising page with photos of how you are getting ready (the
shopping you’ve done for your event, the last run you did to prepare for the
marathon, etc).

Promote
your event

■■ Tell everyone about the amazing effort you are putting in for Red Cross. If
people don’t know, they won’t donate!
■■ Use emails, social media, posters, flyers, etc. to spread the word about your
fundraiser. And don’t forget to talk to people, face-to-face always works best.
■■ Contact your local paper or radio and tell them about your fundraiser. An
article in the paper or an interview in the radio is free promotion. Think about
a strong personal and local angle to grab the attention of your local journalist.
■■ Create an event on Event Finda (www.eventfinda.co.nz).
■■ Drop off flyers at your local cafés, sports clubs, school, work place, etc.
■■ Keep reminding your contacts about what you are doing, they might have
forgotten to donate the first time you told them about it.

During your
event

■■ Keep calm and have fun!
■■ Take lots of photos to share with us.
■■ Share it on social media. Tag us on Facebook @NewZealandRedCross or on
Twitter @NZRedCross.
■■ Thank everyone involved.

After your
event

■■ Send us your photos and let us know how your fundraiser went.
■■ Thank all of your donors, volunteers and participants.
■■ If you have collected cash offline, take the money you’ve raised to a Red Cross
service centre.
■■ If you have donors wanting a receipt, send us the donor receipt form so we
can issue them with one. Please note that only donations $5 and over are taxdeductible, and that Red Cross is only able to provide receipts for registered
fundraising activities (redcross.org.nz/create-your-event).

Be confident!
Asking people for money can feel scary sometimes, but
it shouldn’t! What you are doing is amazing. You aren’t
asking for the money for yourself, you’re asking people to
support a good cause. Be proud of what you’re doing and
feel confident asking people to get involved or donate.
Read about what Red Cross does in New Zealand and
overseas on our website, so you can share all the good
things we do, showing them that their donation and
support go a long way.
You will find people think it’s awesome that you are
doing good for Red Cross. Don’t be afraid to ask again if
you don’t get a donation at first – people simply forget!
Tell people your own story about Red Cross and why you
are fundraising for us.
Talk to your local Red Cross service centre or email us at
getfundraising@redcross.org.nz if you are unsure how
to ask people.
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Doing good for Red Cross

Get inspired, meet our fundraising heroes!

For more amazing profiles, see redcross.org.nz/fundraising-heroes

Olivier
Sun, rain, snow, extreme heat... Olivier will run in all conditions to
reach his goal of 100 marathons for Red Cross. In 2017, he ran the
Marathon des Sables, the toughest foot race on earth (six days in
the Sahara Desert). He is hoping to raise $50,000 by 2020.

Will
In the 1970s, Will’s parents ran from their home in Vietnam to
seek safety and refuge. So Will ran 400km in less than three
months to honour their journey and raise money for refugees.
A year later, Will had itchy feet again and ran the Auckland
Marathon to raise money. In total, Will raised more than $4,000.

Hamilton Book Fair Committee
These amazing people have been on the organising
committee of the Red Cross Book Fair in Hamilton
for a very long time, some of them for 20 years.
Over the years, they’ve sorted close to one
million books and raised thousands of dollars.

Louis & Simone
He may only be four years old but Louis is already a humanitarian in the
making. Louis from Wadestown Kindergarten in Wellington wanted to
help the people of Fiji after Cyclone Winston. He decorated a shoe box
with a slot for donations, and raised $113.90. You’re never too young to
be part of the Red Cross family, and Louis and his sister Simone know it.

Fiji Coin Trail
Allie and Ana organised a coin trail fundraiser
for Fiji, after it was hit by Cyclone Winston.
The two students raised $983.80!

Houghton Bay School
Following the devastating earthquake in Nepal in April
2015, Houghton Bay School in Wellington created their
own “Mt Everest” and asked for gold coin donations
to cover the surface of the mountain. The school
then donated the money to New Zealand Red Cross,
knowing that it would directly benefit the people in
Nepal through the international Red Cross network.

Geothermal Team
It was great to see 13 staff members from Geothermal
in Auckland join up as Team Red Cross and run varying
distances in the 2015 Auckland Marathon and raise
over $3000. The staff really enjoyed the team building
that took place and had lots of fun on the day.

Be our next
JOIN
fundraising hero... US!
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